of Contaminants

re a variety of ways to classify the contaminants found in the environ-
ey can be divided as follows: (1) natural and anthropogenic; (2) ac-
0 the medium in which they are dispersed-air, water, soil, food; (3) by
nts and/or compound classes; or (4) by their state of matter-solid,
or dispersion (colloid, suspension, etc.). In this chapter the contami-
ified according to their sources, and it, therefore, becomes neces-
ler all physical and chemical forms and all media simultaneously..
provides the best opportunity to associate specific contaminants
ties that generate them. Furthermore, it permits an appreciation of
t of a given sphere of activity, and of the possible implications of
control strategies in those cases where current environmental con-
els are excessive.
ninants have no known primary sources that could account for
concentrations. Ozone (O3) in urban air and chlorinated hydro-
ﬂtinking water are examples of what are termed “secondary” con-
those that are formed within the environment by chemical reactions
chemicals derived from primary sources.
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